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The Tobin Tax at the Belgian Senate 
Finance Commission 


Following the motions for resolution moved by 
Senators Jacky Morael (French-speaking 
Ecologists), Michiel Maertens (Flemish Ecologists), 
Philippe Mahoux (Socialist Party), Michel Barbeaux 
(Christian Social Party) and Georges Dallemagne 
(Christian Social Party) and after hearing various 
experts, the Finance Commission moved a 
resolution that will be put to vote. The resolution 
has now been approved and signed by ll 
members (including the Liberals). To summarise, 
it states the following: 


1- financial crises have dramatic consequences on 
development; 2- there is a need to guarantee 
better control over financial markets. 


It asks the government to: 


1- seize the occasion of Belgian's EU presidency to 
take the initiative to apply improved control over 
financial markets; 


2- examine ways of implementing taxation of 
international capital flow. The Government must 
inform the Parliament of its position sufficiently 
early for the Parliament to be able to discuss it 
before the beginning of the Belgian Presidency. 


3- give the IMF real proposals... 
4- make real proposals for strengthening the IMF's 


role in crises, to guarantee balanced defence of 
both creditor and debtor countries' interests, to 


involve the private sector in crisis prevention and 
management... 


On 9th November, 2000 the Chamber of People's 
Representatives adopted a more general proposal 
along the same lines. 


We have reached the first milestone, but many 
more await us and the road is long. The Finance 
Minister, Didier Reynders, must now take a stand. 
He has already declared that he will consult the 
Supreme Council for Finance. It would appear that 
the Plan office has already carried out a feasibility 
study on a Tobin-type tax, but Mr Reynders does 
not expect to consult them. It would also appear 
that Prime Minister Guy Verhofstadt intends to 
commit to an agenda for EU Presidency early in 
March. In addition, unconfirmed information 
suggests that the Federal Durable Development 
Plan refers to the introduction of a Tobin-type tax. 


Daniel Spoel, Network against — Financial 
Speculation, Attac LLN (Louvain-La-Neuve) 


Contact belgium@attac. org for further 
information. 

Translation: Amanda Galbe volunteer translator 
coorditrad@attac. org 





Three Good Reasons to be in Nice 


The European Summit that will be held in Nice on 
the 7th and 8th December, and which will 
conclude the French EU presidency does not in 
itself warrant a massive demonstration. 
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However, coming at this juncture, with runaway 
liberal globalisation accelerating at the same rate 
as world wide opposition, and with the EU 
extending its boundaries in the East and amending 
its treaties, there are plenty of good reasons to 
justify demonstrating in Nice. 


Firstly, it's a matter of choice for society. 


Capitalism is broaching a new phase in its 
evolution with the term "globalisation" fronting for 
a new model whose rules are dictated by financial 
capital. In this new model, economic recovery 
goes hand in hand with growing job insecurity and 
the rapid escalation of inequality both within, and 
between, poor and wealthy nations. Europe has 
the means through its economic might and above 
all, through the vitality of its social movement to 
propose a third way. One that would give it the 
means to protect the environment, which is being 
harmed by the multinationals for whom any 
excuse iS a good excuse for cutting costs - as 
illustrated by the Erika oil slick and the recent 
levoli Sun chemical spillage. And one that would 
likewise provide concrete measures against 
poverty, unemployment and insecurity, and would 
promote workers rights. 


Secondly, it's an issue central to the debate of the 
social movement. 


Only a year ago, Seattle launched a succession of 
demonstrations (Washington, Geneva, Prague.) 
that rely on the emergence of a youth movement 
sharing the same features on every continent, and 
on the many new participants who have signed up 
for campaigns the world over to promote third 
world debt relief and taxation on speculative 
capital. The success of Seattle however, can also 
be explained by the fact that these movements 
have managed to converge with American unions 
in mutual opposition to the consequences of liberal 
globalisation. 


Nevertheless, convergence is not evident in every 
respect; despite a very strong protectionist 
tradition, the US trade union movement has been 
able to make real progress, as can be witnessed 
by the recent radical change of policy within the 
leading union confederation, the AFL-CIO who is 
now calling for the situation of illegal immigrants 
to be regularised. In Europe, on the other hand, 
we have a long way to go (as demonstrated by 
the absence of unions in Prague) but the summit 
in Nice presents us with a good opportunity to 
make up for lost time. For many years, Europe 
has been a core issue for the social movement, 


not only for the leading unions assembled within 
the CES (European TUC), but also for the groups 
representing the unemployed, who joined forces 
with militant radical unions during the European 
rallies which were mobilised in Amsterdam in 1997 
and Cologne in 1999. All these forces will be in 
Nice, along with ATTAC and many other groups 
campaigning against liberal globalisation and one 
of the prime objectives of the demonstrations on 
the 6th and 7th December will be to unite these 
different networks and movements. 


Finally, it's a matter of ensuring that proposed 
amendments to the founding treaties of the EU do 
not result in further regression, which would be 
the case if the Commission succeeded in getting 
its plan on the privatisation of public services 
accepted. In this instance, it all hangs on the 
process of veto in which the unanimous 
agreement of all member states is required. This 
mechanism serves to protect against the threat 
hanging over public services, such as education 
and health, which the larger groups want to 
transfer into common law: the law of the market 
and free competition. The same applies to the 
Charter of Fundamental Rights, for which the draft 
plan was adopted in Biarritz in October. The text 
of the Charter represents a real decline in respect 
of the rights already existing in most European 
countries and in relation to the international texts 
such as the Universal Declaration of Human Rights 
initiated way back in 1948. 


It's on this basis that a large number of networks, 
grouping together unions, associations and NGOs 
will reassemble in Nice. The CES demonstration 
will take place on Wednesday the 6th at 2pm. On 
the morning of Thursday the 7th, there will be a 
repeat of "Les marches européennes contre le 
chémage et les exclusions" when the network of 
groups campaigning against liberal globalisation 
will join forces to march on the conference centre 
where the summit is to be held, to press for our 
demands to be finally heard. 


Christophe Aguiton, Paris, 9th November 2000, 
For further information contact 
http: //attac. org/nice2000/ 





Translation Karen Newby, volunteer translator 
coorditrad@attac. org 





The Alternative Summit 


Fathi Chamki, President of RAID (Attac Tunisia), 
addressed the General Assembly of ATTAC France 
on 29 October, 2000 : 
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Allow me first of all to bring you the fraternal 
greetings of the activists of RAID. 


We are not very numerous at RAID, in fact hardly 
more than a hundred. Our association is young, 
and was founded after the international ATTAC 
meetings at Saint Denis, France, in June 1999. 


The existence of our organisation has been no bed 
of roses, far from. it. Our story is one of 
imprisonment, beatings, confiscation of passports, 
etc. RAID is still not recognised by the Tunisian 
authorities. 


These aggressions have not shaken our resolve, 
which is rooted in our conviction that our cause is 
just, and also in the fact of being part of the 
international movement of Attac. 


Proofs abound that ATTAC is a force to be 
reckoned with to-day. And the proof where we are 
concerned lies in the fact that it obliged the Ben 
Ali dictatorship to give way and_ *release 
Mohammed Chourabi, Iheb El Hani and myself. 


The physical presence of Pierre Tartowsky and 
Jean-Luc Cipiére (from Attac France) proved that 
ATTAC was prepared to stand by us. The backing 
of ATTAC empowered the struggle against liberal 
globalisation in the Mediterranean basin, where 
neo-liberal aggression is channelled through the 
process begun at Barcelona in 1995. 


The liberal offensive of the EU against the 
countries and peoples of the South and East 
Mediterranean, concretized by the Barcelona 
process, has for aim the incorporation of these 
countries in the rdéle of an increasingly dominated 
outer rim in a vast free trade area. This is the 
neoliberal process in the Mediterranean, and it is 
already underway. It is going on in almost total 
silence. It is doing great harm to both the 
economy and the society of countries of the South 
and East Mediterranean. A few figures will suffice 
to give an initial idea of the seriousness of the 
damage. They are figures given by the UNDP, 
concerning human development worldwide. 
According to the country-by-country classification, 
many countries of the Southern shore of the 
Mediterranean have shown a definite backward 
trend between 1992 and 1997 : Morocco went 
down 9 places, Algeria 24, Tunisia 27, Egypt 13, 
Jordan 14 and Syria 33. 


The Euro-Mediterranean space, so we are 
repeatedly told, will be a space of respect for 


human rights and for democracy. But how to give 
credence to those European states which, five 
years after signing the Barcelona Declaration, are 
still Supporting the worst dictatorships in the 
region? What credibility can there be for the 
stated determination to stand by human rights, 
when one of the most elementary human rights, 
that of free movement, is constantly thwarted by 
the European Union to stem migratory flows? I'll 
quote the examples of Sadri Kiari and Mohammed 
Chourabi of RAID, and Lofti Chewelyi of ATTAC 
Morocco, who are still deprived of passports. 
What meaning can there be in an ambition for 
regional peace, and the proclamation of the right 
of peoples to live free, when the Palestinian 
people are denied the right to found an 
independent State, its children are massacred with 
complete impunity and a part of its population is 
constrained to endless exile? 


Democracy is only an empty word when it doesn't 
mean popular sovereignty. Yet this is continually 
put in question both in the European institutions 
and in the Southern States. No one has asked the 
opinion of the populations concerned by the Euro- 
Mediterranean project, and _ the __ institutional 
mechanisms provided for its implementation set 
the seal on the subordination of the Southern 
countries to the EU. From whatever angle, 
Barcelona appears as a relation of subordination of 
Southern countries to Europe. But what does this 
matter, in the final analysis, since in any case it is 
the international financial institutions and the 
transnational companies which take the decisions 
in the place of the peoples? 


Against this picture of a Mediterranean based on 
inequality, injustice and lack of rights, we set the 
vision of a_ different Mediterranean: a 
Mediterranean of citizens, democratic, people- 
friendly, independent. The Mediterranean project 
should be governed by a genuine logic of 
cooperation, which would be profitable to all the 
peoples of the region. What is needed is to bridge 
the gap between the two shores, if necessary 
using measures slanted in favour of the peoples of 
the South, so as to bring about, eventually, an 
upward harmonisation of the living and working 
conditions of the Mediterranean peoples as a 
whole.The construction of the Mediterranean we 
want must take into consideration primarily the 
social, political and cultural needs of the people, 
and not the so-called imperatives of the market. 
We want a Mediterranean set free from 
unemployment and _ precarity, where all its 
inhabitants have acces to real social protection, 
decent salary and lodging, free health insurance, 
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and free and equal access to education. As a 
matter of priority, the public service must be 
defended and_ privatisation stopped where 
transport, electricity, gas, water, education, health 
and social security are concerned. At the same 
time, hindrances put on people's freedom of 
movement must be removed, and the situation of 
clandestine immigrants regularized. These 
demands necessitate a real policy of social funding 
on the scale of the Mediterranean. Considerable 
resources can be released by Europe if it takes the 
initiative of instituting a tax on financial 
transactions (Tobin Tax) and cancelling the debts 
of countries of the Southern and _ Eastern 
Mediterranean. 


Peoples should be able to go their own way, and 
choose the future they want. They should be able 
to decide, democratically and freely, the kind of 
relations they want to develop with the other 
peoples of the Mediterranean’ region. A 
partnership is no such thing unless it concerns 
states which are fully sovereign and really express 
the will of the people they represent. Another 
need will be to devise means to involve the social 
actors of the different countries. For these 
reasons, the questions of human rights, of 
democracy and of the sovereignty of the people 
are not marginal considerations, but should be 
considered foundational to the Mediterranean 
partnership. The partnership mechanisms must be 
democratic, allowing citizen control at every level 
of the process, from the drafting of projects to 
their implementation. A way must be found for 
social and popular organisations to have a share 
of power in the Mediterranean institutions. 


Achieving these measures, defining and 
implementing a wider alternative, will need a 
social dynamism based on democratic and popular 
forces. This alternative summit thinks of itself as 
a stage in the process of putting our minds 
together and organising a counterblast to 
liberalism, consonant with the — universal 
movement against liberal globalisation which has 
been expressed at Seattle, Bangkok, Geneva and 
Prague. Some victories have been achieved; 
others are possible. The organisations taking part 
in the "Alternative Summit", associations, trade 
unions and NGOs, plan to develop their action in a 
coordinated way, by setting up a network of 
regional bodies to carry forward and enlarge on 
this initial movement of collective resistance to the 
Barcelona Process, so as to bring into being a 
Mediterranean of social improvement, democracy 
and solidarity. 


Fathi Chamki, 
tunisie@attac.org 
secretariat.euromed@attac.org 

Translation Barbara Strauss, Editor 
newsletter@attac.org 


President of RAID, 











U.S. Government Allows Unabated Union 
Busting 


In December of 1999, a Haitian-American woman 
named Marie Pierre was swiftly fired from her 
nursing home job in Lake Worth, Florida. Despite 
nearly a decade of tenure with the nursing home's 
parent company, Avante, Marie was told that 
because she violated a rule prohibiting Haitian- 
American employees from speaking in their native 
Creole language, she had to go. But underneath 
that official explanation was a far more compelling 
reason for Avante to fire her -- Marie was 
spearheading the attempt to unionize the nursing 
home employees. 


Avante employees had twice voted, in landslide 
numbers, to align themselves with the Service 
Employees International Union. Both times, 
Avante had contested the elections and forced 
more rounds of voting. "After two elections, they 
knew who were the leaders of the union," said 
Pierre. Now the company is in an ongoing legal 
battle with the National Labor Relations Board 
(NLRB) that will likely take several years to 
resolve. Meanwhile, the move to unionize has all 
but dissipated at the Lake Worth facility. 


Marie Pierre's story is one example of the huge 
problem documented in Unfair Advantage, a 
recent Human Rights Watch report about workers 
who have been fired for backing a union. The 
report's cases are widespread across an alarming 
number of industries. From agricultural laborers to 
high-tech computer specialists, American workers 
are being fired for organizing, a clear violation of 
international labor rights. 


For a country that purports to have strong labor 
laws, the figures in Unfair Advantage are startling. 
For example, the report quotes NLRB statistics 
that over 20,000 American workers each year get 
some sort of restitution from employers who 
illegally fired them for union activity. And those 
20,000 victims are only the ones whose cases 
have been decided; most complaints to the NLRB 
take years to settle, slowed down by lengthy 
appeals processes that favor employers. Best 
estimates place the NLRB backlog at nearly 
25,000 cases. 
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In oa parallel study, the — International 
Confederation of Free Trade Unions also noted the 
growing trend of union busting in industrialized 
nations. According to this study, when faced with 
workers who are organizing, 80 percent of 
American employers engage consultants and 
security firms to assist in anti-union campaigning. 
At least ten percent of workers campaigning to 
form a unions are illegally fired, and little is being 
done to address these management practices that 
clearly violate national and international laws. 


According to the Human Rights Watch report, the 
government isn't doing nearly enough to defend 
workers' rights. The government's response to 
labor violations -- the NLRB -- is an understaffed, 
relatively weak agency, which only has resources 
to turn 15 percent of its cases into formal 
complaints. When complaints are addressed, and 
when suits are finally settled, the penalties for 
firing union supporters are modest at best, often 
no more than mere slaps on the wrist. Employers 
usually have to pay workers the wages lost after 
dismissal, minus income earned from other jobs 
they took after being fired. The sum _ often 
amounts to nothing more than a few thousand 
dollars. 


Meanwhile, as workers like Marie Pierre hang in 
the balance of neverending lawsuits, waiting to 
get their jobs back, their efforts to organize 
unions are stymied. For most companies, the 
report concludes, the penalties are "a small price 
to pay to destroy a workers’ organizing efforts by 
firing its leaders." 


While there is very little economic risk for 
corporations to fire would-be union leaders, the 
perceived risk of being fired permeates entire 
unionizing campaigns. "Firing is the most potent 
anti-union weapon," said Lance Compa, Cornell 
University labor relations professor and principal 
author of the Human Rights Watch report. "The 
upshot is many employers can achieve their goal 
of remaining union-free by breaking the law." 


There are other ways that U.S. law prevents 
millions of workers from organizing unions. While 
the National Labor Relations Act specifies that, 
"employees shall have the right to self- 
organization and to bargain collectively through 
representatives of their own choosing," Section 2 
of the very same document says that the word 
employee "shall not include any __ individual 
employed as an agricultural laborer, or in the 
domestic service of any family or person at his 
home ... or any person having the status of an 


independent contractor, or any _ individual 
employed as supervisor." Thanks to these clauses 
and subsequent court cases that have upheld 
them, millions of workers across the economic 
spectrum fall beyond union protection. 


These shortfalls are all the more disturbing when 
one considers the rhetoric our goverment uses to 
pressure foreign nations in matters of workers’ 
rights. When the United States signed the 
Universal Declaration of Human Rights in 1948, 
and later the International Covenant on Civil and 
Political Rights in 1992, it acknowledged the 
universal right to form and join trade unions. 
Nowadays, the U.S. government often uses the 
trump card of workers’ rights in international 
negotiations, as it did with the China trade talks 
and in the 1996 World Trade Organization 
ministerial meeting. 


But America's "get tough" position -- which insists 
that other nations respect workers’ rights in order 
to get foreign investment or be allowed into trade 
organizations -- is undermined by our shoddy 
record at home. As the study notes, "U.S. 
insistence on a rights-based linkage to trade is 
undercut when core labor rights are systematically 
violated in the United States." 


Specifically, the study sharply criticizes the United 
States for failing to ratify Conventions 87 and 98 
of the International Labour Organization.Labor 
experts consider the accords to be the bedrock of 
international workers’ rights. Of Western nations, 
the United States and El Salvador are the only two 
countries yet to ratify both conventions. Despite 
never adopting these fundamental labor 
standards, as Human Rights Watch indicates, the 
United States is bound to the_ international 
guidelines surrounding ILO Conventions 87 and 98 
by virtue of its membership in the organization. In 
addition, the United States has failed to ratify 
three-fourths of the declarations deemed as 
"priority conventions" by the ILO. 


The Human Rights Watch report calls for the 
United States to send a signal to the international 
community by ratifying ILO Conventions 87 and 
98. In bringing its labor standards up to par by 
honoring the ILO norms, the U.S. will have some 
credibility when it tries to pressure other nations 
to respect human rights conventions. The ILO 
lacks the power to impose any _ formidable 
sanctions, so the onus is on the United States 
government to voluntarily crack down against 
illegal firings and to uphold universal freedom of 
association for workers. 


vA 


attac 


But to the more than 150,000 workers punished 
for supporting a union since 1992 who have 
languished through the lengthy appeals process, 
any gesture at this point would be a token 
measure. Labor leaders do agree that under 
existing provisions of the law, some steps can be 
taken to lead to a faster resolution and 
reinstatement. For example, fired employees could 
be allowed to remain on the job while the lengthy 
appeal processes drag on. 


The reality, however, is that U.S. labor law 
continues to be stacked against employees 
attempting to unionize. The criticism of the 
international human rights community 
unfortunately falls on deaf ears, as leaders in 
Washington have turned the shoulder to corporate 
interests and given them carte blanche to violate 
the law. The implications are grim for the 25,000 
people who will be illegally fired this year. 


Michael Kreidler, AlterNet 
November 14, 2000 


Building a World of Citizens 


1,300 delegates from around the world are 
already awaited in Paris, starting November 30. 


One Year after Seattle 

International Gathering in Paris 
Grande Halle de la Villette 

30 November-ler et 2 December 2000 


The Seattle summit a year ago was a turning point 
and a springboard. A turning point, because it 
revealed a new capacity at a global level to 
oppose a= process that many considered 
unstoppable. A springboard, because it enables us 
to set other dynamics in motion. 


Headed together down this road, in the diversity 
of our beliefs and mobilisations, we are motivated 
by the importance of the necessary work: 
inventing alternatives to the current, neoliberal 
form of globalisation and translating these 
alternatives into concrete proposals. 


Our task is an urgent one. The commodification of 
every area of life, in every nook and cranny of the 


planet, is leading to devastation that we cannot 
accept. 


We have come together in a collective made up of 
10 ~—_— organisations, foundations, grassroots 
movements, journals and newspapers, and we are 
taking an initiative to invite all the discontented, 
indignant, even rebellious people in the world who 
are looking for other possibilities for human 
development, whether their particular approach is 
to regulate, humanise or go beyond capitalism. In 
short, we are inviting everyone who is trying to 
invent a different future, obviously through a 
variety of forms of philosophical, political and civic 
involvement. 


This diversity of individual contributions will allow 
this gathering to be a fruitful one, to be a decisive 
moment in the post-Seattle period, and to push 
forward a_peoples' counter-offensive against 
neoliberalism, through the connections we make 
and the richness of our discussions and 
contributions about possible alternatives. 


As mobilisations grow, we are called upon to take 
the initiative in putting forward proposals. 


See you in Paris, so that we can share our 
experiences and ideas on how to build a 
democratic world of citizens. 


Actuel Marx, Attac, Cimade, Copernic, Espaces- 
Marx, Jean Jaurés Foundation, Friends of 
L'Hdumanité, Friends of Le Monde Diplomatique, 
League for Education, Globalisation Observer, 
Christian Witness. 


| want to get information above the preparation 
and the programme of this meeting 


Name : 
e-mail : 
Adresse : 
Zip : 
country : 


Please return to : Secretarait de la Rencontre 
Internationale, 64 Boulevard Blanqui, 75013 Paris. 
www. postSeattle. org 

e-mail : infos@postseattle. org 








International Calendar. 
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Until the next issue of the Newsletter here are few international meeting dates. For further information 
please see: http://www.globenet.org/aitec/calendrier/calendrier.htm In order to complete this calendar, 
please send any information at : aitec@globenet.org 








Nov 23: General Meeting wtih Civil Society Representatives (!!) Chaired by EC Trade Commissioner Lamy 
European Commission, Charlemagne Building, 170 Rue de la Loi, 1040 Brussels // Conférence of the parties 
6, climate treaty, The Hague, Netherlands 


Nov 24: Conférence of the parties 6, climate treaty, The Hague, Netherlands // 26@me Conférence 
européenne de coordination du soutien au peuple Sahraoui Bruxelles et Borzée (Ardennes belges) 


Nov 25 : 26éeme Conférence européenne de coordination du soutien au peuple Sahraoui Bruxelles et Borzée 
(Ardennes belges) 


Nov 26 : 26éme Conférence européenne de coordination du soutien au peuple Sahraoui Bruxelles et Borzée 
(Ardennes belges) 


Nov 30: Building a World of Citizens. One Year after Seattle. International Gathering in Paris Grande Halle 
de la Villette 


